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end.1   The author of the Arlhasastra is no believer in superstition,   He
denounces the practice of consulting stars.

)    (ArthaSSstra. IX. 4 )

In Book XIII the author of the Arthasastra tells how the supeistitious
beliefs of the enemies in snake gods and goddesses and other supernatural
phenomena could be exploited through the agency of the spies to heighten
the glory of the conqueror. It is obvious that the author himself does not
believe in the reality of the miracles, but regards them as tricks which could
be played upon those who foolishly believed in these things. We may refer
to some of these tricks here. "When the conqueror is desirous of seizing
-an enemy's territory* he should infuse enthusiastic spirit among his own
men and frighten his enemy's people by giving publicity lo his power of
omniscience and close association with gods.

" Proclamation of his omniscience is as follows : rejection of his chief
officers when their seciet domestic and other private affairs are known ; re-
vealing the names of traitors after receiving information from spies specially
employed to find out such men ; pointing out the imix>litic aspect of any
course of action suggested to him ; and pretensions to the knowledge of
foreign affairs by means of his power to read omens and signs invisible to
others when information about foreign affairs is just received through a
domestic pigeon which has brought a sealed letter.

" Proclamation of his association with gods is as follows ; holding con-
versation with, and worshipping, the spies who pretend to be the gods of
fire or altar when through a tunnel they come to stand in the midst of fire,
altar, or in the interior of a hollow image ; holding conversation with, and
worshipping, the spies who rise up from water and pretend to be the gods
and goddesses of Niagas : placing under water at night a mass of sea-foam
mixed with burning oil, and exhibiting it as the spontaneous outbreak of fire,
when it is burning in a line ; sitting on a raft in water, which is secretly fast-
ened by a rope to >a rock ; such magical performance in water as is usually
done at night by bands of magicians, using the sack of abdomen or womb
of water animals to hide the head and the nose, and applying to the noser
the oil, prepared from the entrails of red spotted deer and the serum of the
flesh of the crab, crocodile, propoise and otter; holding conversation, as
though with women of Varwja or of Nfiga, when they are performing magi-
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